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^DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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XooOD , -RUINS ^ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

_FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

~~ DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The church and rectory are located on a site which fronts 
125 '-0" on the east side of s. Leavltt and has a depth of 102 '-6" 
on the south side of W. Haddon. The church is quite similar to a 
type of masonry church which became common in Russia toward the end 
of the 19th century. Going from the front to the rear or the site 
it is divided into the following elements, set symetncally upon an 
east-west center-line: the tower, narthox, nave (naos) and Cancel 
IbemaT The tower and nave dominate the composition and are similarly 
treated. The tower has a tall narrow square base which is capped by 
an open eight sided' two story belfry and spire. The walls of the nave 
which is also square in plan and the widest portion of the building. 
having a width of 47 '-3" serves as a base for the eight sided 
clerestory above, which is covered by an eight sided roof -«^ *» 
treatment to but of lower pitch than the tower's spire Both these 
roorrare each capped by a narrow drum supporting a bulbous dome 
with three-armed Orthodox cross. The chancel and narthex are compara- 
"„,",„, ^ = < mP i- .— —;.. The overall length of the church is 
$ "- I and It is set back from the front of the site 5--6- The 
rectory is a rectangular two story building 60'-2" deeo by 35 -5 
wide and is situatel 17' -4" to the south of the church toward the 
rear of the lot ^leaving' a ' large yard to the south of the front o. 
' the church It has a low pitched roof with gables at the east and 
west ends At the center of the front on the second floor is a bay 
window with balconyrunning-the full width of the building in f, :ont 
of it. Both the church and rectory have stucco faced brick walls 
Witt elaborate window frames, eaves, canopies and railings of 

i-xs ^-ssu-s ir^r = wch 

differed masses were painted in different colors, is quite simi ar 

S ^nlrcn-e^: g^f »T ££VE \ ^ 
been walled up and a one story addition 14-0 x 30 at tne hi, 

completed. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This is the only church to have been both designed and constructed 
under the direction of the renowned architect, Louis H.. Sullivan. 
Of Sullivan's mature works, it is the only one to have been derived 
from a historic building type. 

The church has unique associations with some of the most important 
figures in the history of Russia. Its construction was made possible 
by personal contributions from Nicholas II, last Czar of Russia. A 
marble plaque in the entrance commemorates the visit of Grand Duke 
Boris Vladirr.irovich, _.ddi.. ^f the Czar to the church shortly before 
its consecration. The church was consecrated in 1903 by Bishop 
Tikhon who later returned to Russia and in 1918 became the first 
patriarch of the Russian Orthodox church since the time of peter 
the Great. Bishop Tikhon seems to have been- interested- in the -. - - .._ 
church from the outset of its construction as a letter to him from 
Sullivan in 1900- indicates. 

The church contains numerous interesting J examples . of Russian - 
ecclesiastical art, among them, its iconostas which was constructed 
in Russia and presented to the church in 1912 by Charles R. Crane 
who was then American Embassador to China. The murals which adorn 
the walls are copies of those which were painted for the cathedral 
of St. Vladimir in Kiev by such noted late 19th century Russian 
artists as Vasnetsov, Nesterov and Vrubel. 

The church is the oldest surviving Orthodox church in Chicago. 
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